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Hawks Nest Branch Line: 1890 - 1972Hawks Nest Branch Line: 1890 - 1972
Its 4.17% Grade, 4.5 miles long, was one of   Its 4.17% Grade, 4.5 miles long, was one of   
the steepest branch lines on the C&O.  A the steepest branch lines on the C&O.  A 
narrow gage rail line began construction in narrow gage rail line began construction in 
1870 and was completed just after the 1870 and was completed just after the 
main line was finished - it was upgraded to main line was finished - it was upgraded to 
a standard gauge in 1889.a standard gauge in 1889.
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To: (from Hawks Nest State Park)To: (from Hawks Nest State Park)
Rt. 16:  2.9 milesRt. 16:  2.9 miles
Hawks Nest Golf Course: 5 milesHawks Nest Golf Course: 5 miles
Gauley Bridge: 11.4 milesGauley Bridge: 11.4 miles
Charleston: 47.2 milesCharleston: 47.2 miles
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Hawks Nest Branch Line: 1890 - 1972
Its 4.17% Grade, 4.5 miles long, was one of   
the steepest branch lines on the C&O.  A 
narrow gage rail line began construction in 
1870 and was completed just after the 
main line was finished - it was upgraded to 
a standard gauge in 1889.
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Hawks Nest Boulder AreaHawks Nest Boulder AreaHawks Nest Boulder Area

To: (from Hawks Nest State Park)
Rt. 16:  2.9 miles*
Hawks Nest Golf Course: 5 miles
Gauley Bridge: 11.4 miles
Charleston: 47.2 miles
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*Turn Left on Rt. 16 to visit *Turn Left on Rt. 16 to visit 
Historic Fayetteville: 8.3 milesHistoric Fayetteville: 8.3 miles
“One of America’s Coolest Small Towns”“One of America’s Coolest Small Towns”
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*Turn Left on Rt. 16 to visit 
Historic Fayetteville: 8.3 miles
“One of America’s Coolest Small Towns”

Stop by Hawks Nest State ParkStop by Hawks Nest State ParkStop by Hawks Nest State Park
for the lasted Trail & Road conditions.for the lasted Trail & Road conditions.
Maker of this map can not be held liable Maker of this map can not be held liable 

for it’s use - use caution at all times! for it’s use - use caution at all times! 

for the lasted Trail & Road conditions.
Maker of this map can not be held liable 

for it’s use - use caution at all times!
You are responsible for your actions. You are responsible for your actions. You are responsible for your actions. 
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